
Kehinde Bolaji submitted a scholarship application that listed numerous 

achievements line after line. But the essay she included won over the  

Selection Committee because it so eloquently explained how a single   

experience of helping another person gave Kehinde a profound sense of 

satisfaction. Her words brought to mind the thrill of selfless giving that is 

at the heart of the Robert V. Santare Memorial Scholarship. The award is 

named for one of the Foundation’s driving forces, recognizing leadership in the community along with academic 

success. It includes a $2,000 stipend toward costs of post-secondary education. 

Like many teens, Kehinde was scrolling through social media to pass the time. She became instantly concerned 

when a girl declared her intentions to use a knife to harm herself. “I am a shy individual,” Kehinde wrote. “But I 

knew that idleness was not an option.” She messaged the stranger with encouraging words: She was worthy of 

more, this was not a solution, and there was hope. 

“By reassuring the girl, I was able to relay a type of community service that went beyond mere volunteering 

hours,” Kehinde wrote. “Of all the community service that I participated in, helping this girl is what I am most 

proud of.” 

To be sure, the lines and lines of Kehinde’s service were impressive without the essay. For more than five years 

she has volunteered with Abundant Life Fellowship Church as a lighting technician, Sunday School aide, and   

summer program assistant. She has spent two years contributing time to Lourdes Medical Center’s Emergency 

and Same Day Surgery departments. She served as a student ambassador during fall orientation sessions at     

Burlington County Institute of Technology, and was treasurer of the Class of 2018. She managed to balance all of 

that with outstanding academic achievement and award-winning athletic participation. 

Kehinde graduated in June 2018 from the Health Occupations career major at BCIT’s Westampton campus. She is 

a resident of Edgewater Park who will continue her education at Rowan University, where she will study biology. 

Teacher Patricia Costa-Lake called Kehinde dedicated, caring and dependable. “She was always willing to help her 

peers,” she wrote, adding that Kehinde “gained my respect after exhibiting an air of professionalism with a willing 

desire to learn.” 

Kehinde is just one of the success stories to come from BCIT’s unique blend of standard high school coursework 

and skills-focused curricula. Students in the school’s career majors tackle long-term assignments almost               

independently as teachers answer questions, monitor progress and evaluate results. Accomplished students can 

call upon those experiences no matter what field they eventually enter. 
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